St. StephenOs Episcopal School
2010 Summer Reading Suggestions
For Middle School Students

Here are some suggestions for readers in Gradesé up

The Adoration of Jenna=ox by Mary E. Pearson

OJenna can't remember her past after emerging fromaa lbonpieces of her memory

begin to return as she recuperates. This novel is set in a future with advanced biomedical
technology, and characters wrestle with the attendant ethical implicatiolsi@

Book Guide

. q LFER Airman by Eoin Colfer

OThe bestséll creator of thértemis Fowlseries returns with a new adventure set in

7 the 1890s. Thrown into prison for a murder he didnOt commit, Conor Broekhart passes

the time scratching designs for a flying machine onto the walls of his cell. After two
years, Couor is finally able to build a glider and executes a daring escape to the
mainland.@ Publisher Marketing

Beastlyby Alex Flinn

From acclaimed author Flinn comes a contemporary and original retelling of "Beauty
and the Beast," told for the first tinfim the beast's point of viewAnustread for
fairy-tale fans.G School Library Journal

r ey ® The Compoundoy S.A. Bodeen

OEver since their world was destroyed by a nuclear attagleaksld Eli and his

family have lived in the Compound, a stafiethe-art bomb shelter built by his

billionaire father. Despite having every comfort, Eli is haunted by the fact that his twin
and his grandmother were left behind. He also begins to question his fatherOs sanity
after an inventory miscalculationEdid theosld really end six years ago2@ooklist



EnderOs Gamay Orson Scott Card

OCard has taken the venerable science fiction concepts of a superman and interstellar
war against aliens, and, with superb characterization, pacing and language, combined
theminto a seamless story of compelling powerB0oklist

The Graveyard Boolby Neil Gaiman2009 Newbery Medal Winner)

Neil Gaiman introduces Bod, a boy who is the only living resident of a graveyard.
Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders araigeof the worlds of both the living
and the dead?©OPublisher Marketing

RS The Great Wide Selay M. H. Herlong
el OlSyearold Ben and his two younger brothers are stunned when their father sells their
ei= e home, buys a sailboat, and announces thatwfilelive on board and cruise the
VWA Bahamas for the next yearEHerlongs first book is a great survival story and a fine
portrayal of family relationships in a time of crisi®Booklist

Harlem Summerby Walter Dean Myers

Qt's 1925 and Mark Purvis isl&-yr-old with a summer to kill. He'rather jam with

his jazz bandput is urged by his parents to get a job. As an assistant at The Crisis, a
magazine for the "new Negro," Mark rubs shoulders with Langston Hughes and
Countee Cullen When piano player EaWaller entices him and his buddies to make
some fast cash, Mark finds himself crossing the gangster Dutch SORblisher
Marketing

Here Lies Arthurby Philip Reeve
OPowerfully inventive, yet less romanticized than most stories set in niéttieia,
this novel retells the story of King Arthur from a fresh perspectb&abklist
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How Not to be Populaby Jennifer Ziegler

OMaggie moves from school to school at her hippie parents' whim. She's an expert at
insinuating herself into the ppr echelons of high school hierarchy, but she's also tired
and misses her boyfriend. This time she decides to remain invisible and unpopular, but
of course her attempts backfir@@orn Book

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher

OThe vast prison Incarcerenade of metal and cuttirgdge technology, was designed

as a grand experiment: all undesirables would be sealed inside and given everything for
a model utopia. But the experiment failed as Incarceron grevawelfe and tyrannical,
resources dwindled, drprisoners divided into factions.BBooklist

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Lifdy Wendy Mass

OJeremy receives a mysterious box with the engraved words "the meaning of life: for
Jeremy Fink on his thirteenth birthday." The box was left bydtisef, who has been

dead for five years. It has four locks, but Jeremy finds no keys to open thBmEQO
Booklist

Peeledby Joan Bauer

OHildy Biddle, high school reporter for "The Core", has her hands full following the
story of a ghost haunting the dlddlow place. Life in her sleepy applalley town is
upset like the proverbial apple cart when a dead body turns up in the Ludlow
orchardErumors fly and fear mounts as Pen Piedmont, editor of the town newspaper,
prints ever more sensational stories altbateerie goingsn.CD School Library

Journal

Savvyby Ingrid Law
OFor generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a magical secret. They each
possess a savva supernatural power they acquire at 13. On the eve of Mibs's big day,

, she finds hersébn an unforgettable odyssey that will force her to make sense of
~ growing up.Q Publisher Marketing



The Seasorby Sarah MaclLean

OThe year is 1815, and-y&arold Lady Alexandra Stafford is out in society for her
first London season: a long sequent@arties where debutantes are paraded in front
of eligible bachelors, and finding a husband is of utmost importance. But Alex is an
unconventional woman, and this world does not interest herSchool Library
Journal

Tunnelsby Roderick Gordon anBrian Williams

OWhile pursuing his hobby of underground exploration, foustearold Will and
his best friend are taken prisoner in the oppressive Colony, policed by sinister,
merciless Styx. The innovative underworld setting will stimulate readers’
imaginationsEOPHorn Book

Here are suggestions for readers in Gradeand up

- Becoming Billie Holidayby Carole Boston Weatherford
81 On a series of fre@erse poems and bluesy lyrics, headed by song titles,
""5\» y Weatherford retraces Holidays childhoodlaarly career in the renowned jazz
e singef3 own voiceOPBooklist

A Brief History of Montmarayby Michelle Cooper

OQuiet Sophie, her mischievous brother Toby, tomboy younger sister Henry, and
 their beautiful cousin Veronica represent the last ledpeyalty in the small island
kingdom of Montmaray in the 1930s. The king has gone mad, the few servants
remaining are struggling, and Sophie prepares to leave for England to enter Society
and perhaps find loveE®Voice of Youth Advocates

The Forestof Hands and Teetlby Carrie Ryan

OOnly a fence separates Mary's village from the Unconseczatetielike creatures
that must be kept at bay in order for her primitive faggicalyptic community,
governed by a religious sisterhood, to survive. Thisntive horror story combines
mystery, romance, and suspenseBBorn Book




ONE

Goneby Michael Grant

Oln the blink of an eye. Everyone disappears. GONE. Except for the young. Teens.
Middle schoolers. Toddlers. But not one single adult. No teachers, no cops, no
doctors, no parents. Just as suddenly, there are no phones, no internet, no television.
No way to get help. And no way to figure out what's happer@BublisherOs

Marketing

Gym Candyby Carl Deuker

OAn awardwinning author explores the dark cornefghe heart of a young football

player as he struggles for success, in this novel that tackles the issues surrounding the
playerOs decision to cross the lineEBublisherOs Marketing

Life as We Knew lby Susan Pfeffer

When a meteor hits the o, Miranda must learn to survive the unimaginable. Told
in journal entries, this is the hegrounding story of Miranda's struggle to hold on to
the most important resource of-athpe..ODPublisherOs Marketing

LIFE AS WE KNEW_IT

SUSAN BETH PFEFFER

The Midnight Charterby David Whitley

Oln a society based on trade, where everything can be bought and sold, the future
rests on the secrets of a single docurmantl the lives of two children whose destiny
it is to discover its secrets®PublisherOs Marketing

My Most Excellent Yeaby Steve Kluger

OThree teens complete an English assignment detailing their most excellent year in
this big, warmhearted tale about musical theater, political organizing, baseball,
friendship and love.DPublishers Weekly
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Over and Undeiby Todd Tucler

QA bitter 1979 labor strike at southern Indiana's Borden Casket Company serves as the
volatile backdrop for this haunting comuodrage novel from nonfiction writer Tucker.

With their fathers on opposite sides of the dispute, Andrew Jackson Gray andsrho
Jefferson Kruer, both 14, learn there is more to life than exploring caves, shooting
targets with their prized M Scout rifles and sneaking out on starry nights to run

through the woods-®ublishers Weekly

Shiverby Maggie Stiefvater

OFor years, Gce has been fascinated by the yellyed wolf that saved her from its

pack when she was a child. Sam, bitten by a wolf as a boy, is that wolf. Long obsessed
with each other at a distance, they finally meet after a wolf hufPGblishers

Weekly

The Red NecklaceA Story of the French Revolutioty Sally Gardner

Cset during the French Revolution, Gardner's epic and tautly plotted tale engages
readers from the start with its combination of romance and history, mystery and
magicOPPublishers Weekly

What | Saw and How | Liedby Judy Blundell (National Book Award Winner)

In this sophisticated thriller, 2earold Evie grows up quickly when she discovers her
adored parents are not the people she thought they were. While on vacation in Palm
Beachin 1947, EvieOs parents, Joe and Bev, get involved in a shady business-dealEO
Booklist

What They Found: Love ori45" Streetby Walter Dean Myers

OMyers's collection of intertwined short stories again illuminates the Harlem
neighborhood of 145th f&et; this time the stories are thematically linked by portrayals
of love (more than just the romantic) ranging from slapstick to traBidl@n Book



FAVORITE SERIES

Airborn, Skybreaker and Starclimberby Kenneth Oppel

OEevokes the classic staelling of Robert Louis Stevenson and Jules Verne, creating a
world in which a new discovery can have unimagined consequenme®arth and miles
above it.O- Publisher Marketing

The AlchemystThe Magician and The Sorceresby Michael Scott

OScott ses a gigantic canvas for this riveting fantasy. The-weth theme of saving the
world from the forces of evil gets a fresh look here as he incorporates ancient myth and
legend and sets it firmly, pitgberfect, in presernday California. At the emotiohaenter

of the tale are contemporary-¥Barold twins, Josh and Sophie, who, it turns out, are
potentially powerful magiciansfSchool Library Journal

Epic andSagaby Conor Kostick

OGenerations ago, violence was banned on New Earth. Society issgaaedrconflicts

are resolved in the arena of a fantasy computer game, Epic. Everyone plays. If you win,
you have the chance to go to university, get more supplies for your community, and
fulfill your dreams; if you lose, your life both in and out of geme is worth nothing®
Publisher Marketing

GoneandHunger by Michael Grant

In the GoneSeries Geveryone's starving in a new world without adults. The rich kids
clash with the townies, the mutants fight the normals, and the insidarkaéss is
comingfor them allEfans of dystopian novels will gobble this one@PHorn Book

The Knife of Never Letting G@andThe Ask and the Answer

by Patrick Ness

OReaders are in for a whkieuckle journey in this series that follows a boy and girl on
the run froma town where all thoughts can be heaadd the passage into manhood
embodies a horrible secreB®ublisher Marketing

The Luxe, Envy, and Rumorby Anna Godbersen

OA big, sumptuous tale of catty girls, dark secrets and windswept romance unfurls in this
compulsively readable novel of lat®th-century New York City socialite$sodbersen

weaves a tenuous web of deceit, backstabbing and pretense that follows four tBensEQ
Kirkus Reviews

Skulduggery PleasanfPlaying with Fire, and The Faceless Onesy Daek Landy
Csidesplittingly funny, naibitingly spooky, and thrillingly original, this breakneck tale
of magic and adventure tells the story of a pair of heroes unlike any other{zeide
yearold girl and an animated skeletonEBPublisher Marketing



GRAPHIC NOVELS

American Born Chineseéy Gene Yang
(A National Book Award finalist and ALA's Printz Award winner, this fable stars the
mythological Monkey King, realistic youngster Jin Wang of Taiwanese parentage, and

TV sitcom teen Danny. All threeedogged by an unwanted identity and humiliated
by others' prejudice-Qibrary Journal

Gunnerkrigg Court Orientation by Tom Siddell

Antimony Carver is a precocious and preternaturallypedisessed young girl
starting her first year of school abgimy Gunnerkrigg Court, a very British boarding
school that has robots running around along side-sadyching demons, forest
gods, and the odd mythical creatureB®ublisher Marketing

Laika by Nick Abadzis and Hilary Sycamore 5
OLaika was the abanted puppy destined to become EarthOs first space traveler in
the SovietsO Sputnik program. Abadzis masterfully blends fiction and fact in the

intertwined stories of three compelling lives, giving life to a pivotal moment in
modern history.®Publisher Maketing

The Plain Janedhy Cecil Castellucci and Jim Rugg

(Relocated to suburbia after a brush with disaster in the big city (and fueled by an
urge not to be terrified of the world as a result), Jane rallies a small groupEshaking
the town from its coservative complacency by putting bubbles in the city fountain
and wrapping objects on the street as Christmas packages. Their activities end up
rallying the local teenagers to their causeBdoklist
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NONFICTION

American Shaolin: Flying Kicks, Baldhist Monks, and the Legend of Iron

Crotch: An Odyssey in the New Chirtay Matthew Polly

Cscrawny, bullied since childhood, and sick of living with his "Things Wrong with

Matt" list, Rhodes scholar and political affairs writer Polly playfully recounts how

he rode out pure instinct to leave college, travel to China, and best his inner demons
%2 through the art of kung fu fighting. What follows are fun and fascinating stories of

: his training with the famous monks at the wemdshowned Shaolin temple, the

birthplace of martial arts and Zen Buddhis®.Qbrary Journal

Charles and Emma: The Darwir@_eap of Faithby Deborah Heiligman

(National Book Award Finalist)

OBeginning with Darwin's notorious chart listing reasons to wed and not to wed,
Heiligman has cr&ed a unique, flowing, and meticulously researched picture of the
controversial scientist and the effect of his marriage on his life and w8chool
Library Journal

Chasing LincolnOkKiller by James L. Swanson

OSwanson provides a f@siced accourof the assassination of the sixteenth
president and the gripping -day hunt for John Wilkes Booth and his fellow
conspirators that followed-@ooklist

SRR An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global WarmingRevised)by Al Gore
aw QGore's bestsellingdok is now adapted for perhaps the most important audience
IINTENIENE  of all: today's youth, who have no choice but to confront the planetary emergency
,t,,."Uth % headon. Bursting with color photos, this book clearly explains global warming.O

B Environmental Studies; Publishiglarketing

globa

Beethovens
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The Mysteies of BeethovenOs Haliry Russell Martin andlydia Nibley
(Readers will follow the strange, yet true, journey made by a lock of Ludwig van

. Beethove®® hair from the time it was clipped from the composers head on his
%‘ deathbed irGermany in 182EFrom this lock of hair, scientists were able to
-~ discover the cause of Beethovens death, a question that had long puzzled scientists
NPV o musicologists BPublisher Marketing




Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Sgaf

Shackleton and the Endurancky Jennifer Armstrong

OThis book vividly rereates one of the most extraordinary adventure stories in
ai,. oy history. Jennifer Armstrong narrates this unbelievable story (of Antarctic peril)

with vigor, an eye for detail, and appreciation of the marvelous leadership of
Ernest Shackleton, who brought home every one of his men alive. With them
survived a remarkable archive of photographs of the expedition, more than 40 of which
are reproduced hereB®ublisher Marketing
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WEB RESOURCES

See our links to reading lists at:

http://lwww.sstx.org/experiment.php?page=recommendedReading



